
Understand the complex dimension of decision 
making and the influence politics has through rich 
historical examples.

For decision makers and strategists in the electricity industry.

The political story is steeped in history which has shaped where we are today. This course combines 
politics and history because it gives us a sense of context and continuity, and explains a lot of the “why”. 

The History and Politics of the 
Electricity Industry

IN-CLASS COURSE

$1,750 + gst

Auckland or 
Wellington

A 10% discount can be applied for 
each additional attendee.

Please note: an additional $500 + GST is required for the ‘Welcome to the 
Electricity Industry’ online material

IN-CLASS COURSEUpcoming course details Register online

PRICE

LOCATION

http://whiteboardenergy.co.nz/course/history-and-politics/ 

or email us at admin@whiteboardenergy.co.nz 
or call 027 225 1983.
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Course overview

Upon registration participants gain access to the Online 
Resource Centre where they can view documentary style 
videos, primers and case studies before the in class 
sessions.

With everyone at the same starting point, these highly 
interactive and stimulating sessions consist of group 
discussions, case studies, simulations and demonstrations 
delivered by our two expert industry trainers.

12 months access to the Online Resource Centre
Plus, all attendees are automatically registered for the 
Whiteboard Alumni to get regular newsletters and invites 
to exclusive networking events.

3 - 4 hours of preparatory material

1 full day in-class session

Development outcomes

Develop a deep understanding of why the industry is how it 
is today.

Better understand the potential future evolution of the 
industry from the successes and failures of the past.

Through analysing actual historical decisions, be able to assist 
complex decisions and the assessment of their impact across 
the electricity industry.

A high-level knowledge of how the electricity industry currently operates 
is required. For those relatively new to the industry, or needing a refresher, 
we recommend the in-class or online ‘Welcome to the Electricity Industry’ 
course (enquire about a discounted rate). 
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Trainers Steve Batstone and David Reeve 
have worked in senior roles at the heart of 
this industry for many years and have an 
exceptional level of knowledge and passion 
for this industry. They remain involved in the 
industry keeping up to date with the latest 
developments including the technical and 
economic aspects. Both have intimate 
experience of the ‘statecraft’ that influencers 
need to have in order to be effective in the 

To operate at senior levels in the electricity industry requires subtle 
understanding and management of the technical, economic and 
political. The political dimension can sometimes be the most 
obscure.

Following an entertaining online tour de force through the last 150 
years, a highly interactive in-class session will engage you in group 
and case study sessions.  The pinnacle of the day will be a Chatham 
House rules session with the Honourable Peter Hodgson, an 
ex-cabinet minister and Minister of Energy from 1999 to 2004.

Using rich examples of the interaction between the 
technical, economic and political, we learn about the 
history of the NZ electricity industry.

This history enables us to view our current decision making, 
and the decision making of others, in a context that might 
not otherwise make sense.

Knowing this is critical for our leaders in the industry 
because history does repeat.

Why Whiteboard Energy? Contact us

The course

Gillian Blythe,  Meridian Energy

I thoroughly enjoyed the session with Pete 
Hodgson – a fascinating afternoon which 
provided the opportunity to talk candidly with a 
former Minister of Energy, to hear his perspective, 
and to gain valuable insights into political world 
of energy.

whole industry and with regulators and 
politicians. 

Steve and David are passionate about 
mentoring, developing critical thinking skills 
and encouraging robust discussions to 
develop clarity of thought. This, with a 
network of fellow participants and regular 
updates, gives you the best in-depth 
knowledge in the industry. 
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admin@whiteboardenergy.co.nz

64 27 225 1983

PO Box 105210
Auckland City, 1143

Read more  www.whiteboardenergy.co.nz

Because we set preparatory material to get participants to the same 
starting point on the day, we can do in one day what others need to 
do in two. This saves you money and time ‘away from the office’.


